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LORI Delivery Item Count – Spring 2026 

Introduction 

The statewide delivery service, funded by the Rhode Island Office of Library & Information 

Services is provided to certified members of the Library of Rhode Island (LORI) network for 

interlibrary loan and other resource sharing activities. The LORI network is comprised of libraries 

across Rhode Island, including public, school, higher education, government, specialty, and 

independent libraries. Delivery item counts are conducted twice a year, typically in April and 

October providing an overview of network activity and support trend analysis. All libraries eligible 

for delivery are required to participate in the biannual item counts in accordance with Library of 

Rhode Island Standards and Regulations. 

The Survey 

The Spring Delivery Item Count took place from April 12 through April 18, 2026. Data was 

collected from Ocean State Libraries (OSL) ILS transit data and individual library outgoing item 

counts. Non-OSL libraries reported all outgoing items using a webform open April 19 to May 9, 

2026. OSL libraries used the webform to report only non-ILS (Koha) items. OLIS calculated items 

captured in Koha. Webform and Koha data were combined to generate an actual weekly count 

for each library and the LORI network. 151 (~99%) libraries reported daily outgoing item totals. A 

total of 33,438 outgoing items were transported in the LORI delivery system during the week.  

Data 

TOTAL ITEMS (CURRENT AND PREVIOUS PERIODS) 

Period Total Items Reporting Libraries Annual Estimate 

Spring 2026 33,438 151 1,671,900 

Fall 2025 33,677 150 1,683,850 

Spring 2025 35,251 153 1,762,550 

Fall 2024 33,463 153 1,673,150 

Spring 2024 36,516 177 1,825,800 

Fall 2023 34,006 174 1,700,300 
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ITEMS BY LIBRARY TYPE 

Library Type Items 

Public 33,061 

School 193 

Academic 147 

Special 37 

 

DAILY VOLUME 

Day Items 

Sunday 704 

Monday 7,618 

Tuesday 5,701 

Wednesday 5,236 

Thursday 5,192 

Friday 4,338 

Saturday 4,649 

Trends 
• The LORI delivery network volume remains relatively stable at approximately 33,400 items 

per week, with Spring 2026 totals closely matching Fall 2024 (33,463) and Fall 2025 

(33,677) levels which followed higher volumes in Spring 2024 and Spring 2025. 

• Public libraries account for 99% (33,061) of total items, representing nearly all statewide 

delivery volume. School, academic, and special libraries combined volume contributes 

fewer than 400 items, emphasizing the central role public libraries play in interlibrary loan 

and resource sharing operations. 

• Delivery traffic peaked on Monday with 7,618 items, substantially higher than any other 

day of the week. This pattern suggests that staffing, sorting, and transportation resources 

continue to be most heavily utilized at the beginning of the week. 

• Total school delivery volume decreased from 229 items in Fall 2025 to 193 items in Spring 

2026, driven primarily by a decline in St. George’s School activity (119 to 69 items). Spring 

2026 delivery volume among all other schools (55) increased by 14 items from Fall 2025. 

 

The LORI delivery system continues to provide significant value by supporting effective statewide 

sharing of more than 33,400 items in a single week. Delivery strengthens Rhode Island library 

capacity and operations by expanding access to materials and services beyond local collections 

and reinforces results from the OLIS Strategic Plan Survey (2022) in which libraries identified 

delivery as the highest priority among OLIS services. 


