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Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS)

On March 14", Federal Executive Order #14238 was issued. The
order called for the elimination of several small federal
government agencies, including the Institute of Museum and
Library Services, IMLS, which provides the Office of Library and
Information Services, OLIS with 45% of its funding for programs
and staff, including the Talking Books Library. Please rest assured
that OLIS is monitoring developments and working to ensure that
services and programs continue. In case of any changes, the RI
Talking Books Library will inform its members via email, blog,
newsletter, website, and U.S mail. For the most up-to-date
information, please visit the “*March 14 Executive Order on IMLS"”

section at https://olis.ri.gov.

RI Summer Reading Program

This summer, dive into books, puzzles, and games at your local
library with Level Up at Your Library! Sponsored by OLIS, this
program is designed for all ages. The exciting program explores

the power of play, whether you're tackling STEM challenges,



learning chess, or coding video games. Many libraries offer an
online reading tracker and mobile app to make participation easy.
Libraries aren’t just for knowledge—they’re for fun! Visit your

library and level up your summer!
OLIS Summer Reading

You can also enjoy Where’'s Gordon? This summer, he’s playing
hide-and-seek in libraries all over the state! Pick up a passport at
a participating library and start your scavenger hunt. Visit 25 or
more libraries to complete your adventure, and you'll score a
prize plus a chance to win a Gordon stuffie in the Grand Prize
Raffle. The fun kicks off on June 24th, so get ready, readers—
Gordon can’t wait to see you at the library! The Summer Reading
Program encourages kids and teens to read for fun while
strengthening their literacy skills over the summer. Adults can
join in too—discovering new genres, pursuing interests, and
setting an example for young readers. This program is made
possible by OLIS with funds from the Institute of Museum and
Library Services.

Summer Reading Program

The National Library Service, NLS is pleased to announce its third
Summer Reading Program at https://tinyurl.com/SRPatNLS,

which will run from Monday, June 16, through Friday, August 15,
2025. This program will run with the RI Summer Reading

Program: Level Up at Your Library.



NLS New Parental Acknowledgement Requirement

The National Library Service now requires any applicant under 18
to have permission from their parent or guardian to become a
member of the Talking Books program. You can find the parental
acknowledgement form at https://tinyurl.com/NLSPAForm.

Please Keep Your Accounts Current

NLS requires members to borrow at least one book in 13 months,
or the account may be suspended. Talking Books staff will try to
reach out to members when they see no activity for 13 months,
but please be mindful of the NLS guidelines. NLS automatically

suspends BARD, Braille, and Audio Reading Download accounts if
nothing is downloaded after 6 months. If you find that you are

not able to use your account or login and you would like to keep
the account active, please call the TBL staff at (401)574-9310 so

that they may assist with reactivation.
International Language Quarterly

Thanks to the Marrakesh Treaty and expanded book acquisition,
NLS continues to add more international language books to its
catalog than ever before. To help patrons locate these titles, NLS
is pleased to announce the current issue of the online
publication International Language Quarterly (ILQ), found on

www.loc.gov/nls/ilg. ILQ highlights a selection of the most

popular international language titles recently added to the NLS

collection. The ILQ web pages also feature a Print button that



generates a customizable, printer-friendly version for users'

convenience.
Welcome to My Talking Books on Smart Speaker

My Talking Books is an Amazon Alexa skill that patrons can use to
access and stream English language audiobooks from BARD. To
find everything you need to know about using My Talking Books
on a Smart Speaker, including how to sign up, go to

https://tinyurl.com/MyTalkingBooks. Once you are signed up,

please use your account with My Talking Books within 30 days, or
the account will be suspended, and the patron will lose access to
the skill. You would have to re-register to regain access to My
Talking Books. If the limit of five thousand seats is reached, you
must wait until a seat opens. An email will be sent to the member
when a seat becomes available. If a person does not use My
Talking Books in 25 days, five days before suspension, the person
will receive an email as a notification that access to the skill is at
risk. You can still access BARD on other platforms if your account
is suspended. You must use the skill at least once every 30 days
to maintain access. To learn more about how to use the skill to
search for and read books, you can ask for the tutorial at any
time when using the skill. If you have any questions, please email

talking.books@olis.ri.gov.

DA2 Player Machines

This summer, new audiobook Players with new features will be

available to TBL patrons. The new DA2 player replaces the first-



generation version of this player, introduced in 2009. The new
player has Wi-fi and Bluetooth connectivity and 28 GB of internal
storage. That means DA2 users can connect to BARD, the Braille
and Audio Reading Download website, to download audiobooks
and magazines, store them on the player, and listen to them over
Bluetooth-enabled speakers or headphones. If you have access
to Wi-Fi connectivity in your residence and would benefit from
using the new DA2 player, you may call the Talking Books Library
at (401)574-9310to add your name to the list. Get details on the
DA2 from the NLS website at https://tinyurl.com/DA2Info.

Summertime Reading

The Fourth Quarter of Your Life by Allen Hunt DB 122475
Whether you are in the fourth quarter of life or not, this book will
change the way you live the rest of your life. Intentionality is the
key to successful fourth quarter living. People don’t accidentally
age gracefully. People don't accidentally die peacefully. And
people don't accidentally leave behind legacies of hope, love, and
encouragement. These all require the intentionality this book will

help you develop. Psychology. 2023.
The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah DB 102287

Texas, 1921. Elsa Wolcott has few prospects before her as she's
considered too old to marry. Then she meets Rafe Martinelli.
Thirteen years later, everything on the Martinelli farm is dying--

including their marriage. Elsa must decide to fight for the land of



her heart or head to California. Unrated. Commercial audiobook.

Bestseller. Historical Fiction. 2021.

Mandate for Leadership: The Conservative Promise 2025
by Paul Dans DB 123744

Published by the Heritage Foundation, this regularly published
guide pulls from hundreds of political appointees, policy scholars,
and conservative leaders to offer proposals for addressing
national issues and restructuring federal agencies. In this most
recent edition, often referenced as "Project 2025," topics
addressed include immigration law, border security, parental
rights in education, student loan forgiveness, and more." Politics

and Government. Political Science. 2023.

The Seaside Sisters by Pamela Kelley DB 122112

Brooklyn-based Hannah is a bestselling author struggling to write
her second book after personal losses. Her older sister, Sara, still
lives in Chatham, Cape Cod, where they grew up, and is married
with four children. Once a dedicated librarian, Sara dreams of
reviving her love affair with literature, but instead, she is stuck
with too many family responsibilities and a fizzling marriage.
When Hannah gets the chance to retreat to her aunt's oceanfront
house in Chatham for the summer, it seems like just the thing to
get her creative juices flowing. Romance. Unrated. Commercial
audiobook. 2024.



Tell Me Everything by Elizabeth Strout DB 124184

With her "extraordinary capacity for radical empathy" (The
Boston Globe), remarkable insight into the human condition, and
silences that contain multitudes, Elizabeth Strout returns to the
town of Crosby, Maine, and to her beloved cast of characters as
they deal with a shocking crime in their midst; fall in love and yet
choose to be apart; and grapple with the question, as Lucy
Barton puts it: What does anyone's life mean? Unrated.

Commercial audiobook. Psychological Fiction. 2024.

Things We Never Got Over by Lucy Score DB 106641

Bearded, bad-boy barber Knox prefers to live his life the way he
takes his coffee: Alone. Unless you count his basset hound,
Waylon. Knox doesn't tolerate drama, even when it comes in the
form of a stranded runaway bride. Too bad for Naomi her evil twin
hasn't changed at all. After helping herself to Naomi's car and
cash, Tina leaves her with something unexpected. The niece
Naomi didn't know she had. Now she's stuck in town with no car,
no job, no plan, and no home with an 11-year-old going on thirty
to take care of. Strong language and some explicit descriptions of

sex. Commercial audiobook. Spanish language. 2022.

The Talking Books Library staff wishes you and yours a safe and

enjoyable summer.
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Holiday Observances
Thursday, June 19th - Juneteenth Da
Friday, July 4th — Independence Day

Monday, August 11th - Victory Day
Monday, September 1 - Labor Day
Monday, October 13 - Columbus Day
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