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Talking Book Topics in Large Print

Patrons who subscribe to Talking Book Topics (TBT) in large print did not
receive the January-February 2022 issue in paper format due to ongoing
supply-chain issues and worldwide paper shortages. Unfortunately, we
are not sure when these issues will be resolved. Patrons can access the
Talking Book Topics catalogue online in HTML and PDF formats at
www.loc.gov/nls/tbt. TBT in HTML contains direct links to BARD for

downloading or adding books to wish lists, and TBT in PDF includes

printable order forms for mailing. TBT in audio will be available on
cartridge, for downloading on BARD, and through BARD Mobile.
Additionally, TBT Abridged will be available through Braille Book Review

in hardcopy braille and BRF on www.loc.gov/nls/bbr. Let us know if you

would like to receive the audio version of the Talking Books Topic catalog
by calling the Talking Books staff at (401)574-9310.

United States Postal Service, USPS - Delays

Talking Books Library members across the country have complained
about delays in the receiving and returning of talking books materials.
We have heard from some of our members here in R.I. and understand

your frustration. If you experience delays in receiving your books or



equipment or have a postal worker who refuses to take your materials
for return, please let us know by calling the talking books staff at
(401)574-9310 or by email talking.books@olis.ri.gov. In March of this
year, the Office of the Inspector General for the USPS visited the

National Federation for the Blind in Baltimore, Maryland, and the
Baltimore Central Mail Facility to investigate delays in mail delivery of
items labeled Free Matter for the Blind. The National Library Services in
Washington, D.C., will receive a copy of the report from the Inspector
General for the USPS. We are hopeful USPS will resolve delays, and
postal workers are reminded of the importance of processing items

labeled "Free Matter for the Blind or Visually Impaired" on time.
Summer Reading Program

This summer, connect with your local public library and discover new
books, outdoor programs, virtual events, and hands-on activity kits. Kids
and teens who meet their summer reading goals can earn prizes and
other incentives. But why let kids and teens have all the fun? When you
sign up for the Adult Summer Reading Program, summer reading is a
family affair. The 2022 Summer Reading Theme is "Read Beyond the
Beaten Path." The broad theme of "summer camp at the library"
encompasses a world of different summer experiences: from outdoor
activities such as hiking, campfires, stories, and s'mores to nature
programs, arts and crafts, music, and so much more! The Summer
Reading Program runs from June through August and is free, though
some libraries may require registration. Call or visit your local public
library for more information and to register. The statewide Rhode Island

Summer Reading Program is supported by the R.I. Office of Library and



Information Services, with funds from the Institute of Museum and

Library Services.
Read on the Beach or at the Park - Summertime Reading
As You Wish by Jude Devereaux (DB 90489)

One summer, three very different women find themselves togetherin
Summer Hill, Virginia. Sixty-year-old Olivia is finally getting another
chance at love. Kathy, in her forties, learns her husband is in love with
someone else. And young Elise has just married a man with a mistress.

Unrated. Commercial audiobook. Romance. 2018.
Golden Girl by Elin Hildebrand (DB 103607)

Novelist Vivian Howe was killed in a hit-and-run accident on Nantucket.
In the afterlife, she is allowed to watch what happens below one last
summer. As she observes her three adult children and ex-husband, she
worries about the reaction to her final book, which reveals personal

secrets. Secrecy. Fiction. 2021.
Malibu Rising by Taylor Jenkins Reid (DB 103564)

In the summer of 1983, Nina Riva was hosting her annual celebrity-filled
party, despite the impending end of her marriage. Nina and her three
siblings, all connected to the world of surfing, might have survived their
unconventional upbringing, but each is hiding secrets. Psychological
Fiction. 2021.

No Somos de Aqui by Jenny Torres Sanchez (DB 105900)

When the threats that lurk around every corner suddenly become all too

real, three teens--Pulga, Chico, and Pequefia--cross from Guatemala



through Mexico in search of a better life. Violence and strong language.
Commercial audiobook. For senior high and older readers. Spanish

language. General Fiction. 2021.
One Summer by David Baldacci (DB 73451)

As former army ranger Jack Armstrong lies dying, his wife Lizzie is killed
in a car accident, and his three children are sent to various relatives. But
Jack miraculously recovers, collects his kids, and moves to Lizzie's
childhood home on the South Carolina coast. Bestseller. Short Book.
Family Story. 2011.

Pocho by Matt De la Pena (DB 105589)

Aspiring baseball pitcher Danny Lopez struggles with identity issues
while living with his white mother and attending private school. Danny
spends the summer with his father's Mexican family in the barrios of San
Diego, where he befriends the local teens and learns about his roots.
Some strong language. Commercial audiobook. For senior high readers.

Spanish language. 2021.
The Summer House by James Patterson (DB 99921)

Once a luxurious southern lake getaway, then reduced to a dilapidated
crash pad, the Summer House is now the grisly scene of mass murder.
Eyewitnesses point to four Army Rangers known as the Night Ninjas,
who recently returned from Afghanistan. The Army sends veteran and
former NYPD cop, Jeremiah Cook, to investigate. Bestseller.
Mystery/Detective. 2020.



Book Discussion Group

If you haven't joined us yet, consider joining us for our following book
discussion. A book discussion group is a way for you to connect with
other members of the Talking Books program and to share your ideas
about books that you might not have otherwise read. At every session,
we have a lively discussion about the characters, plot, setting, and the
story's impact on our way of thinking. We learn from each other by
sharing our ideas and impressions. To learn more about our bi-monthly
book discussions and register, visit the book discussion page at

https://olis.ri.gov/tbl/discussion.php.

Do You Have More Than One Player Machine??

If you have more than one player machine in your possession, please
return the additional player. If you need a box, please call (401)574-
9310, and we will gladly mail one out to you. All players can be returned
to Perkins Library, 175 North Beacon Street, Watertown, MA 02472, as
postage free matter for the blind and dropped off at your local post
office. You may also give the player to your mail carrier when they arrive
at your residence. Player machines issued to a member should be
returned when the member is no longer using the program. All
equipment is the property of the Library of Congress, National Library
Service. Please help us make sure that we have enough players for all

members. We appreciate your cooperation.
Braille eReaders From Perkins

The Perkins School for the Blind provides Braille eReaders on loan to

members of the Talking Books Program. If you would like to receive a



Braille eReader, please contact us at the R.I. Talking Books Library at
(401)574-9310 or email talking.books@olis.ri.gov. We will contact

Perkins to have your name added to the list.

NLS releases BARD Mobile for Android version 1.4

NLS is pleased to announce the release of version 1.4 of the BARD
Mobile Android app, allowing patrons using Android devices running
operating systems 7 through 11 to read contracted braille with
supported refreshable braille displays via the BrailleBack app from the
Google Play store. Supported displays are listed in the description of the
BrailleBack app in the Google Play store at https://bit.ly/3r9T71q9.
Version 1.4 of BARD Mobile for Android includes the following: Braille

Reflow adjusts formatting for displays shorter than 40 cells; Braille Auto-
scroll allows users to move through braille text automatically based on
adjustable time increments; Adjust User Account Settings to show audio
and/or braille content based on reading preferences; Troubleshoot and
reset the app to delete data, including downloaded content or all data
from the device; Various bugs fixes under the hood. Users who have
enabled auto-updates for the BARD Mobile app in the Play Store will get
version 1.4 on their mobile device seamlessly. Others will need to update
the app through the Play Store manually. Users can identify the version
running on their devices by checking the bottom of the Settings screen.
While NLS eReader pilot devices are not currently compatible with the
Android platform, NLS is working on a solution to achieve full
compatibility between NLS eReaders and Android devices. For additional
details, please consult the BARD Mobile Android User Manual at
https://tinyurl.com/BARDANdroid or in the BARD Mobile How-To Series




of videos at https://tinyurl.com/BARDHowTo. The manual will be

updated soon to include a new section about connecting a refreshable

braille display.
We Are Almost Back to Normal

The Talking Books Library staff continue to work in hybrid mode with
staff members working in the office more days of the week, Monday to
Friday. Team members receive messages and respond to them as fast as
possible. Please continue to leave your DB numbers or titles, change of
address, or other information on our voicemail at (401)574-9310. We
will update your account and send the requested materials. If you need
us to call you back, please indicate this in your message, and we will
surely call you back. You may also reach us by email at

talking.books@olis.ri.gov.

Tax-Deductible Donations

Every gift to the R.I. Talking Books Library, benefits all program
members. Contributions allow us to fund projects not covered in the
general budget. We accept donations in memory of a loved one, family
member, or to honor an individual. If you wish to remain anonymous,
please let us know in an accompanying note. To donate, send a check or
money order payable to the R.I. Talking Books Library and mail it to the
R.I. Office of Library & Information Services, Talking Books Library, 1
Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 02908. Your donations are greatly
appreciated and used solely to purchase Talking Books Library materials.
The Talking Books Library staff wishes you a safe and enjoyable

summer!
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